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Memorandum 

 
To: Birdham Parish Council From: Planning Policy Team 
cc: Housing Investment Team Date: 04 May 2012 
 

Subject: Birdham H9 Site Assessment  
 

 
General Comment:  
Although the land to the north of the Main Road is within the AONB this does not preclude 
development.  It means that any development will need to be sensitively designed.  
Consultation would also be required with the Harbour Conservancy; early discussions would be 
advised.  
 
For all sites the impact on Chichester Harbour International Designations may require an 
Appropriate Assessment.  
 
These comments are Planning Policy comments and offered in principle and without prejudice 
to the Council's scrutiny of any proposal in its role as Local Planning Authority.   
 
Site 1 Longmeadow  
SHLAA site BI08184: Site is considered developable within 5 years  
 
The site is within the Settlement Policy Area.  It has planning permission for 28 dwellings 
(BI/07/05640) and is under construction.  
 
Site 2 Cricket Ground  
SHLAA site BI08178: Site considered suitable for development in years 6 – 10  
 
It is within walking distance to local facilities which are all north of the Main Road. 
 
As an exception site the site is too large but may have potential for market development. 
 
Site 3 East of Birdham adjacent to main road 
SHLAA site BI08168: Site considered suitable for development in years 6 -10  
 
It is within walking distance to local facilities which are all north of the Main Road. 
 
As an exception site the site is too large but may have potential for market development. 
 
Site 4 East of Birdham  
SHLAA site BI08170: Site considered suitable for development in years 6 -10  
 
It is within walking distance to local facilities which are all north of the Main Road. 
 
As an exception site the site is too large but may have potential for market development. 
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Site 5 Birdham Fruit Farm  
SHLAA site BI08171: Site considered suitable for development in years 11 – 15 
 
Access would be via Martins Lane which would require upgrading.  The site is on the edge of 
the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all north of the Main Road.  
 
As an exception site the site is too large but may have potential for market development if 
developed with Site 6. 
 
Site 6  
SHLAA site BI08169: Site considered suitable for development in years 6 -10  
 
Access would be via Martins Lane which would require upgrading.  The site is on the edge of 
the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all north of the Main Road.  
 
As an exception site the site is too large but may have potential for market development. 
 
Site 7 North of Birdham  
This is not a SHLAA site.   
 
The site is on the edge of the village with poor access to the facilities.  Vehicular access would 
need to be investigated.  
 
With no clear boundary the site may create incursion in to the countryside. 
 
Site 8 south of Hammonds Farm  
This is not a SHLAA site. 
 
The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
 
There is potential as an exception site, but access would need to be investigated. 
 
Site 9 Land to the west of Pescott’s Close (behind Crooked Lane) 
This is not a SHLAA site. 
 
The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
 
The site is unlikely to be financially viable as an exception site. 
 
Site 10 Crooked Lane Site 
This is not a SHLAA site. 
 
The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
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There is potential as an exception site, but the density and access would need to be 
investigated. 
Site 11 north of Chaffer Lane garage site  
This is not a SHLAA site. 
 
The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
 
The site is owned by a local resident and there is no access to the field from Crooked Lane; 
access would have to be taken from the garage block adjoining the site to the south, off Chaffer 
Lane. 
 
Discussions with the landowner in early 2009 confirmed that the site was not available for 
purchase.   
 
Site 12 West of Chaffer Lane  
This is not a SHLAA site. 
 
The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
 
The site could be accessed from an existing farm gate to the west of the Chaffer Lane 
development.  With no clear boundary the site may create incursion in to the countryside. 
 
Site 13 Adjacent to Tate House, Main Road 
This is not a SHLAA site. 
 
The site is within Birdham’s SPA which makes it too expensive to be developed as an exception 
site.  There is an outstanding planning permission for the site and development has 
commenced.  
 
Site 14 adjacent to roundabout north of Main Road 
This is not a SHLAA site. 
 
The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
 
A suitable access would need to be investigated and Highways consulted.  As an exception site 
development is unlikely to make good use of the land as there is potential for large scale 
development.  
 
Site 15 - south of Birdham Road 
Not a SHLAA site  
 
The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
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Development as an exception site for a maximum of 15 houses in the north west corner may be 
a consideration however access onto the Main Road opposite Crooked Lane would have to be 
investigated.  With no clear boundary, the site may create incursion in to the countryside. 
It is unclear if the site is available. 
Site 16 North of Pinks Lane 
SHLAA site BI0902: Site considered suitable for development in years 6 -10  

The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
 
Access along Pinks Lane is narrow and would need upgrading.  As an exception site 
development is unlikely to make good use of the land as there is potential for large scale 
development. 
 

Site 17 Tawny Nurseries  
SHLAA site BI08183: Site considered suitable for development “potential delivery unknown” 

The site is on the edge of the village but is within walking distance to local facilities which are all 
north of the Main Road. 
 
The site has been identified in the SHLAA as having potential for development; the reason it is 
“potential delivery unknown” is due to the existence of a business on the site.  

 
Site 18 Site south of Cambridge House  
SHLAA site BI08174: no potential 

It is considered that the site relates poorly to the village and the facilities (excluding the Bell 
Inn).  It does not comply with Policy H9. 
 
Site 19 South of Bell Inn 
SHLAA site BI08179: no potential 
 
It is considered that the site relates poorly to the village and the facilities (excluding the Bell 
Inn).  It does not comply with Policy H9. 
 
Site 20 adjacent Kellys Farm  
SHLAA site BI08180: no potential 
 
It is considered that the site relates poorly to the village and the facilities (excluding the Bell 
Inn).  It does not comply with Policy H9. 
 
Site 21 adjacent Bellfield Nursery 
SHLAA site BI08175: no potential 
 
It is considered that the site relates poorly to the village and the facilities (excluding the Bell 
Inn).  It does not comply with Policy H9. 
 
Site 22 Bellfield Nursery  
SHLAA site BI08181: no potential 
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It is considered that the site relates poorly to the village and the facilities (excluding the Bell 
Inn).  It does not comply with Policy H9. 
 
Site 23 Site west of Pipers Mead  
SHLAA site BI08177: Site considered no potential  
 
Access would be a major consideration and Highways advice would be needed.  The site is 
unlikely to be financially viable as an exception site. 
 
Site 24 south of Mill House Farm  
SHLAA site BI08172: Site considered no potential  
 
It is considered that the site relates poorly to the village and the facilities.  It does not comply 
with Policy H9. 
 
Site 25 west of Mill House Farm  
SHLAA site BI0817: Site considered no potential 
 
It is considered that the site relates poorly to the village and the facilities (excluding the Bell 
Inn).  It does not comply with Policy H9. 
 
Site 26 Birdham Playing Field 
 
Playing fields are protected from development by Policy R3 of the Local Plan.  They are also 
protected from development by para 74 of NPPF.  If playing fields are to be developed, there is 
a requirement for consultation with Sport England and an assessment undertaken 
demonstrating a surplus of play space (in line with the NPPF). 

 
 


